CHAPTER IX

DARK CLOUDS GATHERING TO THE SOUTH AND WEST

THE doom of the Chibcha civilisation was closing
round the unfortunate people. We have seen
the two threatening settlements formed on the
northern coast whence the crushing blow was
to come. We have seen how the Spaniards, led
by the Velzer Germans, had actually been in
sight of the Chibcha mountains to the east. Black
clouds were also gathering fast to the south and
west. The story of the discovery of the Cauca
valley and the loftier plateaux near its sources is
rather complicated, and it will be well to tell it
briefly in this place, though it overlaps and goes
beyond the period of the Chibcha conquest or,
rather, cataclysm.

We must picture to ourselves a very muddy
road near a village on the borders of Estremadura
and Andalusia in the south of Spain, where an
ill-conditioned young ruffian is brutally maltreating
a donkey, which could not get as fast as the savage
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